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CONEIDENTIAL ALEXANDRIA 0420 
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TAGS: MILI, EG 

SUBJECT: MILITARY CALL-UP OP SHIPYARD TECHNICIANS 
REF: ALEXANDRIA 0412 (NOTAL) 

1 . ON INVITATION EXTENDED SIX DAYS EARLIER, CONSUL GENERAL AND 
DPO MADE VISIT TO ALEXANDRIA SHIPYARD ON MORNING OF 31 MAY 1977. 
AFTER EXECUTIVE OPPICE BRIEPING, AS WE ENTERED WORK PREMISES, DPO 
CASUALLY ASKED ABOUT NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES. OUT HOST, NEW APPOINTED 
DIRECTOR GENERAL OP SHIPYARD, RETIRED ARMY GENERAL (AND DOCTOR 

OP SCIENCE) HASSAN EL SAYED, SAID IT WAS CURRENTLY ABOUT 6500 BUT 
SHOULD BE 10,000. PYI-HE HAS BEEN ON JOB TWO MONTHS-END PYI. 

2. HE EXPLAINED THAT 2,500 OP HIS SKILLED WORKMEN HAD BEEN CALLED 
TO MILITARY SERVICE. DISCREET QUESTIONING AND ISOLATED INFORMATION 
GATHERED DURING NEXT HOUR OP TOUR INDICATED: 

A. CALL-UP WAS "CUMULATIVE" ALTER LIVE YEARS OP APPARENT 
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EXEMPTION POR THESE LOCAL TECHNICIANS. 

B. WORK WAS ALMOST AT STANDSTILL IN YARDS AS MANAGEMENT SOUGHT 
RATIONALIZE USE OP SMALLER WORKPORCE. PYI-EL SAYED NOTED THAT 
ALL CALLED UP WERE "JUNIOR", AND OLDER STALE WOULD HAVE DIFPICULTY 
SHOULDERING WORK LOAD, HOURS AND STRAIN OP DEPARTEES. END FYI. 
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C. EL SAVED HAD LEARNED ONLY INEORMALLY TODAY THAT AS MANY AS 
ONE-QUARTER OE CALL-UP WOULD REMAIN AT DOCKYARD, BUT AS NAVY 
TECHNICIANS. ROUGHLY ANOTHER QUARTER EACH WOULD GO TO SUEZ 
AND PORT SAID, THE FINAL QUARTER INTO DEEENSE MINISTRY AND BASE 
JOBS. 

3. COMMENT: EROM ABOVE INEORMATION, EROM EL SAYED'S EXPRESSED 
APOLOGY OUR VISIT SHOULD HAVE BEEN WHEN YARD STAFE SO 
DISRUPTED AND EROM HIS STATEMENT THAT STAFE REASSIGNMENTS WILL 
PERMIT FUELER OPERATIONS BY JUNE I, WE GET DISTINCT IMPRESSION 
CALL-UP CAME UNEXPECTEDLY AETER MAY 25. 

4. DISCUSSING THIS WITH BRITISH CONSUL GENERAL AT LUNCH TODAY, 

HE INFORMED ME THAT ON ERIDAY NIGHT 27 MAY, HE WAS HALTED AT ROAD 
BLOCK SOUTH OE LAKE MARYOUT OPPOSITE NATIONAL OIL REFINERY, AND 
TOLD DESERT ROAD TO CAIRO (EIVE MILES AHEAD) WAS CLOSED AND HE 
COULD NOT PROCEED. WHEN HE SAID HE WAS GOING TO AGAMI (BEACH 
RESORT EIVE MILES WEST OE ALEXANDRIA, WITH TURNOEF JUST SHORT OE 
DESERT ROAD AT AL AMRYIA) HE WAS ALLOWED TO PASS. STOPPING AT 
EURTHER CHECKPOINT NEAR AGAMI TURNOEE, HE ASKED WHY DESERT 
ROAD WAS CLOSED. HE WAS TOLD THAT ARMY WAS USING IT. ASKING IF IT 
WOULD BE OPEN NEXT DAY, HE WAS TOLD IT WOULD STILL BE CLOSED. 
EYI-BRITISH NAVAE ATTACHE CAME TO ALEXANDRIA EROM CAIRO NEXT DAY 
(SATURDAY). WE DO NOT KNOW WHETHER HE CAME DESERT ROAD OR 
AGRICULTURAL ROAD-END EYE 

5. CALL-UP OE THESE TECHNICIANS, TO MOVE INTO JOBS EGYPTIAN 
MILITARY SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN EILLING ALREADY, MIGHT BE TO ALLOW 
"BASE" TECHNICIANS OE MILITARY FREE TO MOVE INTO CLOSE SUPPORT OP 
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COMBAT UNITS. EMBASSY CAIRO AND DAO MAY BE ABLE COMMENT ON 
SIGNIPICANCE OR INSIGNIPICANCE OP THESE RECENT EVENTS. 

6. FURTHER INPO AND IMPRESSIONS ON OTHER ASPECTS OP VISIT TO 
SHIPYARD POLLOWS. 

CHASE 
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